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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2012 

Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Women’s Interests) [2.03 pm]: I take this 

opportunity, on the eve of our 101
st 

International Women’s Day, to encourage members to get involved in their 

local celebrations acknowledging the extraordinary achievements of women in our communities, our state and 

our nation. For over a century across the globe, International Women’s Day has been observed on 8 March, 

providing an important opportunity to honour the achievements of inspiring women, and raise awareness about 

the ongoing inequities and challenges women continue to face in many aspects of society. 

Celebrations for International Women’s Day 2012 will be centred on the theme of ―Women Changing the 

World‖. Hundreds of events will be held across Western Australia this week, and, as the Minister for Women’s 

Interests, I am excited to be playing a key role in marking the occasion. That includes hosting an International 

Women’s Day Discussion Lounge this evening, at which special guests will talk about the ways in which women 

are increasingly leading as innovators in the non-traditional spheres of science, technology, engineering and 

mining; presenting the Women in Resources Champion Award to recognise the efforts of individuals who 

encourage, promote and advocate for the attraction, selection, promotion and retention of women in the 

resources sector; launching a Women’s Honour Roll to recognise the enduring legacy of the significant 

contributions made by Western Australian women who are no longer with us; presenting a cheque for $15 000 to 

UN Women’s Perth chapter to undertake a research project that will map the work of women’s organisations in 

Western Australia; speaking at Worldly Women 2012, a key International Women’s Day event acknowledging 

the talents and capabilities of some of Australia’s most inspirational women, aimed at inspiring young women 

and girls to participate and take on roles as leaders and innovators; and opening UN Women’s International 

Women’s Day Breakfast, the largest International Women’s Day fundraising event. This year that event will 

benefit the Partners Improving Markets project, aimed at improving the safety and conditions of women who are 

market vendors in the Asia–Pacific region by empowering them through education and advocacy training.  

As the Minister for Women’s Interests, I believe that the issues of great importance to women in Western 

Australia today are leadership; safety and justice; economic independence; health and wellbeing; and, of course, 

family. As such, my Department for Communities women’s interests division will be focusing on these priority 

areas in the coming years, with the objective of raising the profile of women in the community, highlighting the 

unique challenges confronting women, identifying the ongoing inequities faced by women, and providing 

opportunities for women’s development and advancement. 

I encourage all members to join with me in recognising women’s achievements and progressing women’s issues 

not only tomorrow on International Women’s Day 2012, but also well into the future. 

 


